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Annual Mentoring Christmas Party  

There were 213 people in attendance for our annual Christmas Party! 
These included mentors, proteges, parents, siblings, and Waiting List 
kids. There were many carnival games for kids to play as they  
competed for prizes.  
 
We had Kazoo Carols and a wonderful message from Pastor Lito Solorio 
of Countryside Christian Church. Afterward, mentored kids took home  
presents and Waiting List kids in attendance all got a gift card.  
 
A special thanks to Calvary Baptist Church who hosted, organized, and 
volunteered at the event! Thank you to all of our other volunteers and 
donors who made the event possible!  

There were around 460 people in attendance who, together through donations 

and sponsorships, raised $77,810 for Youth Horizons!  

 

We had wonderful guest performances by Craig Curry, Michael Bryce Jr., and    

Steve Bixler at this year’s concert.  

 

The theme for the concert this year was “Because of You…” where staff, parents, 

and former program youth were all able to express their thanks to the many donors 

who have invested time and money into the programs at Youth Horizons over the 

years. Stories and testimonies were given of the impact that God’s work, through 

Youth Horizons, has had on them.  

 

If you would like to view any of the testimonials we shared at the concert, they are 

available by going to youtube.com/user/youthhorizonsvideo or simply searching 

for “youth horizons video” in the YouTube search bar for the three most recent  

videos we have posted.  

 

Thank you to all who were involved with this year’s concert!  

The 2017 Christmas Concert benefiting Youth Horizons 
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Happy New Year – As I say this it is actually December 12th, but by the time you receive this letter it 

should be after the first of the year. I want to thank you for carrying us through another year, and I literally 

mean carrying us. I am so grateful that as an organization we have the Lord’s calling on our lives and  

support of the church. As always, the year 2017 has brought its challenges and disappointments. We saw 

many of our children make good choices and a few regretfully, bad choices. One even died because of 

his choice, and it left us very sad. 

 

Over the holiday season I watched the emotions of the children rise, and fall. One moment ecstatic with 

joy, the next moment throwing furniture filled with rage. Not because they have been mistreated by any 

of the staff, but they were so overwhelmed with their grief and anger they felt that the needed to destroy 

something. 

I wonder how they learned this? Surely it’s been modeled. I am frequently saying to the boys the rage 

that you are unleashing on us today, unless it is checked, and brought into submission to the Holy Spirit, 

will lead to spousal abuse in your marriage, and your children will live in constant fear for their lives. I 

would tell them this is not the norm, you have learned this from somebody and we are trying to show you 

a more excellent way. 

 

As we go into the new year be conscious of your example. Ephesians 4:26-27: “In your anger do no sin. 

Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.”  Some child or 

grandchild is to model your responses as he or she deals with the pressures of life. You’ve heard me say 

this before; “when you are squeezed by the pressures of this life, the contents of your character will spew 

out.”  Matthew 12:33-34b: “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit 

will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit... For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”  

 

Let’s plan to be filled with the Spirit all year long, so much so, that when the pressures of life squeeze us, 

Jesus will be seen working through us. Enjoy the new year and thank God that you lived to see it. So many 

of those we love did not move into the new year with us.  

 

Sometime in February, we will give you all an update on how 2017 went financially for Youth Horizons.  

 

Your brother in Christ, 

JANUARY 2018—A LETTER FROM EARNEST 


